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 Day one in Portugal 

 Eastern Promise: the AGT Conference 

in London 

 I is for Icehouse 

 Caldwell é and Cake! 

Some future events:  

 North-West Film Archive ð compilation of gardens, 

landscapes and horticulture in Cheshire ð Saturday 
30 November  

 Rare and ancient botanical and gardening books 
(Chethamõs Library) ð Friday 17 January 

 Early nurserymen of Manchester and the north-west 

ð Saturday 22 February 
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On a lovely sunny morning on Thursday 4 July, thirty-

eight members visited the garden of plantswoman 

Chris Everett and her husband Maurice in Whitegate 

near Northwich.  

Chris and Maurice bought their 18th century cottage in 

the early 1980s and constructed the garden 

themselves.  For 25 years they opened their garden 

under the National Gardens Scheme and raised over  

£20,000 for charity.  Now it is only open by 

appointment. 

The garden used to be home to the village blacksmith 

who owned much of the small valley before breaking 

up his land in the 1920s.  Wood End Cottage was built 

in 1710 to house the workers in the smithy and the 

Everetts still regularly unearth chunks of furnace glass 

from it in their borders!   
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The natural stream at the bottom of the garden, which 

arises in Petty Pool, never dries out or floods and may 

have been used to turn a small waterwheel to fuel the 

smithy.  Watercress was grown in the stream and sold 

at the cottage door. 

The half-acre garden, on a light sandy soil, is on several 

levels and slopes away from the terrace near the 

house to the stream which is bordered by shade and 

moisture loving plants on the garden side and mature 

trees on the other.  The blacksmith used to own this 

land to monitor his sonõs activities!   

The terrace near the house is surrounded by raised 

beds planted with sun-loving plants and pots of plants.  

Here members were greeted with homemade cake 

and tea and coffee on arrival before an introductory 

talk by Chris and Maurice. 

 
 

Chris is a long term member of The Hardy Plant 

Society and her knowledge and love of plants is 

reflected in the garden.  Keen gardeners were in plant 

heaven!  There were so many unusual flowering plants 

and shrubs in the various beds which you rarely see in 

gardens.   

The main herbaceous border, which is backed by 

trellis is covered with clematis and roses.  Other beds 

are filled with selected hardy perennials, interesting 

shrubs and specimen trees.  At the time of our visit a 

magnificent Cornus kousa which only flowers in 

alternate years, was in full blossom.  

 
 

Each bed was full of ôtreasuresõ so that you needed to 

go around them several times, each time noticing 

something different.  Notebooks were out in force 

and Chris patiently answered all our ôwhat is the name  

of that plant?õ queries.  Some plants which Chris 

Talbot and I noticed are listed below and I am sure 

other members could add to this list or confirm names 

in their notebooks.  The RHS Plant Finder (and 

Google) proved very useful in compiling the list! 

At a lower level there was a vegetable garden and a 

greenhouse.  Chris is a keen plant propagator and the 

sales table of plants she had grown was nearby: lethal 

for plantaholics. 

After our morning visit half the group retired to a 

nearby hostelry, The Ploughõ at Whitegate for an 

enjoyable lunch. 

Heather Turner and Chris Talbot 

 

Footnote:  A big ôthank youõ to Chris and Maurice for 

allowing Cheshire Gardens Trust to visit their lovely garden 

and for providing such delicious refreshments! 

 
 

Anemone rivularis 

Beesia calthifolia 

Campanula latifolia ôBrantwoodõ (giant bellflower) 

Campanula latifolia ôGloamingõ 

Cardiocrinum giganteum var. yunnanense 

Clematis ôCarolineõ (photo, below) 

 
 

Clematis ôViolaõ 

Corydalis elata 

Crambe cordifolia 
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Several species of the orchid Dactylorhiza e.g grandis, 

foliosa, elata, majalis 

Diascia personata 

Dictamnus albus var. purpureus 

Epilobium angustifolium ôStahl Roseõ (an unusual form of 

the willowherb, spreads by rhizomes and can be 
invasive.  Everyone admired this) 

Geranium pratense ôPlenum Albumõ  (a rare double 
white flowering form of meadow cranesbill) 

Iris sibirica ôKingfisherõ 

Lilium martagon (purple/pink form) 

Magnolia liliflora (this had a second flush of deep pink 

flowers) 

Mathiasella bupleuroides (unusual green plant in the 

large bed near the plant table which taxed everyoneõs 
knowledge!) 

Podophyllum pleianthrum  (Chinese mayapple) 

Pyracantha ôSparklerõ (AGM)  (this silver variegated 

form was tightly clipped to the wall on the corner of 

the cottage) 

Rosa ôGhislaine de Feligondeõ  (rambler rose) 

Rosa ôOpen Armsõ (growing over arch, photo below) 

 
Roscoea purpurea 

Sanguisorba tenuifolia var. alba 

Valerian officinalis (white form) 

Verbascum chaexii 

Zenobia pulverulenta 

 

 

Dazzling Dahlias 
 

A group of CGT members gathered on 10 September 

in Geoff and Heather Hoyleõs garden in Osborne 

Street, Bredbury.  

For the last decade dahlias have taken over Geoffõs life, 

or at any rate, his garden.  Behind this 1920s semi is a 

riot of dahlia excess, with over 150 varieties bringing 

Mexican brilliance to a grey Stockport afternoon.   

 

The different shapes, sizes and colours are remarkable. 

They come, as Geoff says, in every shade of every 

colour but blue.  Neat knee-high-front-of-the-border 

specimens sit next to plants of truly triffid-like 

proportions with flowers towering over us at eight 

feet.  And every shape, from perfectly spherical 

pompoms, decorative with their Elizabethan ruff 

petals, through elegant bi-coloured cactus spikes, to 

giant shaggy lionsõ manes. 

 

 

Geoff and Heather have lived in the house since 1977 

and for many years were conventional gardeners 

growing mainly vegetables.  However, after being 

handed down a few dahlia tubers from his father, who 

had always grown them, Geoff started on the road 

which has become a grand and glorious obsession.  

The lawns have got smaller as the dahlia numbers have 

got larger and now grass acts as a foil for the wide 

dahlia beds edged with a ribbon of colour-themed 

bedding. 

Each year, counter-intuitively I thought for such a 

packed and riotous garden, he begins with a 

spreadsheet, allocating a space to every dahlia based  


