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Some future events:

# Dorfold Hall 8 Wednesday 16 May
# Abbeywood Estate, Delame@Wednesday 20

June

# Priestnall Allotments, Stockpod Thursday 28

August

# Viburnums at Gredingtod Saturday 22

September
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the Spbde-Bateman connhection

This talk by Pam Woolliscrofthe former curator of
the Spode Museum Trust, gave a fascinating insigh  story. It began with Josiah Spode who, despite his
into the history of this important name in the ceramit father dying a pauper, was at his death a wealthy

industry as well an exciting discovery which Pam
herself made in 2006Her presentation (with
impressive graphics) explored: Alkthistory of
Spode, The Spode Bateman Connection and The

Orchids of Mexico and Guatemala.

The story of the Spode family is a real rags to riches

respeced man with a thriving ceramics factorilis
son, also Josiah Spode, went on to develop the
company further by moving to London to run the
firmds warehouse. He re
death and led the development of fine bone china.



This development revolutionised the industry and

received a grant to repair and conserve the books

became the standard English porcelain body from tt which were in an extremely poor state of repair.
They were 20 by 27 inches and had hmyes sliced

by

1800s. The first Royal Warrant was awarded in 180
and the company has heldever since.

In 1797 William Copeland became a partner and
eventually the fin was bought by the Copeland famil
who changed its name to W.T. Copeland and Sons
Ltd. In 1970 the company name was changed back
Spode to commemorate the founder.

We were shown wonderful examples of china
including some spectacular free standing lawipish
were designed for the Brighton Paviliofthere were
alsoexamples of pattern books arekquisite flower
paintings from high class artists.

Pam went on to talk about James Bateman who
created the garden at Biddulph Grangeéle
commissioned a tea service for his 21st birthday fro
the firm of W.T. Copeland and Sons which was
decorated with his own drawings of local landmarks
including his home, Knypersley Hall.

In 1837 hebegan to publish The Orchidaceaf
Mexico and Guatenma (183743) dedicated to Queen
Adelaide, in which he wrote the text and
commissioned leading botanical artists to paint the
illustrations. Very few copies of the edition were
published but William Copeland was one of the
subscribers.

It was not known whahad happened to his book unt
Pam discovered a small scrap of an engraving of ar
orchid. It was fascinating to hear how this led her,
after much research and cataloguing, to put togethe
this magnificent book.

Initially she was not sure what she hawdearthed and
it was only after contacting a rare book expert that
she realised this was a fantastic discovesihe

out, probably t he fii

for researchinto designs

Above: a transfer sheet for the plate shown on front cov
below a plate with cyclamen (compare with transfer she

We were entranced by many paintings of orchids,
copper plate engravings, a magnificent dinner servit
with different botanical drawings on each plate,
transfer tissues, and a wonderful tea service given k
Chertsey Museum showing a different orchid on eve
piece, all hand painted and all from the Bateman bo
Though this tea service dated about 18500 the
interpretation of the image to form was very modern
The complete book is now ottine.

Pam then went on to discuss the pieces of china the
we hal brought in. She had somethingsightful to say
about every piece and they ranged from cups and
saucers to an impressive pitcher and bowlfor my
part, was thrilled to be told a little about the cup,
saucer and plate that | had brought in about which |
had known nothing at all.



So, it was a delightful way to spend a Saturday morning. The only
aspect of it is that Spode went into administration in 2008.
Fortunately, in 2009 Portmeirion pottery bought Spode (along with
Royal Worcester) so atdast the name continues till this day.

Anne Mackinnon

Special Perennials
pl anning the autumn ol at

Before you get carried away with your spring and
summer perennials this year, spare a thought for
continuing the colour in your borders through into
the autumn.

Martin describes himself as
oplantahol it
M ti sry J ¢
In August last year a group of keen CGT gardeners ho?d; th e' Ngtionma:nz:ollrgctiou
wastreated to a talk by Martin Blow fromgcial Heleniums
Perennial Nurseries in Hankelow, followed by a visil ji

to the nursery. Martin runs Special Perennial

Nurseries with his wife Janet, where they have ‘ '

developed the nursery, growing hato-find and hard after the first flowering has finished in May or

heritage varieties of hardy perennials. In particular June for a reéflower in September.

they grow varieties of Helenium, Hemerocallis, Geu Space does not permit s

Centaurea, Phlox, Achillea and Monarda. here and so just a few examples follow to whet your
- appetite to visit Martin and Janet.

Martin advised dividing annlyatlumps of Asters and
giving even moisture, to prevent mildew formidg
well known hazard to us all.

Aster x frikarth M® nch & apparent |
and will set off Rudbeckia, but if you are interested i
contrast, then the lavendguurpleflowered Aster laevi:
6Callioped has sumptuou
bonus of needing no staking. For late flowBtonia
asteroide8§ Snowbank®d is al so

Martin gave us a timely reminder th@tocosmia
O6Luci fer 6o i warefwfuturdcld dy ,

In a very entertaining yet inforative talk in thevillage winters. As a more hardy alternative, Martin
Hall 8 with our concentration aided by welcome suggeste. O Bressingham Bea

refreshmentsd Martin talked through managing late  flowers that are orange with red markings.

bloomers. Echinacea purpurisaa late staple of the border and
Together with many hints and tips to help us manag Martin advised regular deadheading, whidh

these spectacular bloomers, Martin detailed cultivar encourage rebloom, and also to give the roots plenty
and combinations for a spectacular display. of space to develop. Is this the answer to some of r
Starting wit h othhtehouldlbe t e Echinacea failures? Martin advised a reliable Echin
planted out in | at@nasdr i s ORubi nsEerorF@a,t adndttth
Onsdé that are kept dead planted withSedundMatrongd

final ORepeat Perfor mer




For the braver amongst us, Martin advised that the Helianthuss good for dry soils, we learnt, and also fc
0Chel sea Chopo6 i s possi Septemberblooming, but bewadthey run via

chop down by half in May for later blooming. surface rhizomes. For such glorious late colour, sul
Heleniums appreciate moisture around the roots, si & Small price to pay? Mar suggested growing the
dig in compost and lay a mulch. Many Helenistagt 1ate bloomers together in borders, rather than

to bloom in June and will keep going through to scatte_red, togetthe impact that the combined colour
October, in flushes, opening up possibilities for earli ¢an give.

planting combinationd the deep redHelenium Walking round the nursery after our talk from Martin
6Dunkl e Prachto will | o jtwasveryapparentthat the late bloomers

and lilies. Planting with grasses is alsmessful. importantly attract tutterflies and insectd another

good reason to consider a border rdesign this year
to include these spectacular perennials!

Jane Gooch

Martin and Janet can be found online at
www.specialperennials.comr at their nursery at Yew

Tree House, Hall Lane, Hankelow, Cheshire, BW

0JB. They will be open under the National Gardens
; Scheme on six weekends between 30 June and 9

An August planting combination of Echinops and Hele September. Full details on wiite.

End of an era!

After more than 30 years afatton Park, mainly as
Head of Gardens, Sam Youd has finally decided to
retrednot that hedl |l be has
gloves of course! Ruth Brown and Christine Wilecox
Baker of CGT, both of whom have worked with Sarr
at various times, attended hisaleing party on Friday
30n March in the newly restored

orangery/ conservatory.
General Manager, made a fitting and amusing spee
and Sam was presented with a splendid bic§cie
doubt he will be found cycling around the garden
from time-to-time to check on how things are being
done! S a md s edsagirg phat hesheped
Brendan would note that his retirement would start
from April 1st and was actually only a joke and that
heol | be staying fowead
think he was serious)! talk to CGT about his career and this will take place
We do know however t hat ©nSaturday November242012at Knutsford Civic
of putting his feet up but will carry on with all sorts o €entre d watch out for more details from the Events

projects and we wish him a happy and fulfilled chan Committee soon. o _
of scenery. In fact one of his projects will be to give Christine Wilcox-Baker

Ruth and Christine at
Photo courte&teanor Gorsuch



